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their proceedings. The clergyman applies to them, but they make no response ; he preaches his doctrine, but they condescend to no criticism. The result is, the clergyman, when too late, has to exclaim,' The philosophers pass us by, they ignore Christianity, and in the end we shall have to become suppliants for their attention, because we repelled them when they were suppliants for ours.' Now it struck me, that was a far prouder and more triumphant thing to accomplish than any wild warring against theologians ; we were at the mercy of their overwhelming power. My purpose was to put into the hands of the working classes principles which should serve their purpose in the same way, and make them equally independent and equally proud, defiant, and unassailable."
This seems to me to be an argument of a lower type. It is an appeal to policy such as one would scarcely have expected from Mr Holyoake. A man who had so courageously avowed the most unpopular sentiments regarding religion, and so unflinchingly borne the consequences, might well have been supposed little to admire the conduct of any one who, however eminent, should shrink from the responsibility implied in the conviction that Christianity is a gigantic delusion, and venture only to attack it secretly, anonymously, or posthumously. If Christianity be, in the judgment of any person, an imposture, which has pro-